
NEW OPPORTUNITY RESEARCH PROGRAM
CONDUCT YOUR OWN RESEARCH PROJECT OR PARTICIPATE IN AN

ONGOING PROJECT WHILE LIVING IN A SCENIC TROPICAL
ENVIRONMENT AND LEARNING ABOUT SUSTAINABILITY

HIGHLIGHTS

● La Hesperia Cloud Forest reserve is in both the Chocó-Darién and
Tropical Andes bioregions (biodiversity hotspots)

● La Hesperia has an Altitude range of 1,100 to 2,040 meters above sea
level and has three different types of forests within its borders

● Conduct your own research or join an ongoing research project
● No tropical diseases have been recorded at the reserve
● Located two hours away from Quito
● Quick and easy access to emergency centers
● Friendly, social atmosphere
● Internet access at your accommodations
● Assistance from the Ecuadorian staff
● Meet like-minded people
● On-site supervisor

DESCRIPTION

This program is ideal for students who need to conduct an abroad internship,
research project, or dissertation. The program starts before your arrival,
through communication with your on-site supervisor, who will help you with
your project proposal and the logistics involved. After your arrival, you will
join an introductory tour and during the first week your supervisor and a
local guide will show you the reserve and all you need to start your project.
You can have the assistance of our volunteers or of a local guide (extra cost
depending on the number of hours). During the research you will receive
technical support and at the end of your stay your supervisor will check your
final report and fill out any necessary forms from your university (if needed).



RESEARCH TOPICS

All the research projects conducted at La Hesperia should use
non-invasive methods.

ONGOING PROJECTS

● Mammal monitoring using camera traps
● Capuchin monkey demography, behavior and feeding patterns

INDEPENDENT PROJECT AREAS

● Comparative studies of wildlife diversity and abundance according to
different altitude levels and land uses

● Studies of bioindicator species
● Topics related to organic agriculture and permaculture
● Social studies related with conservation

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES AT THE RESERVE

In addition to conducting your research project, you can also partake in some
volunteer work if you like. Therefore, you will also be a part of maintaining the
reserve. Some activities include: trail maintenance in the forest, reforestation,
organic farming. You will also have the opportunity to participate in coffee
and chocolate-making; for this, you will be involved in every step from
picking the beans to roasting and grinding.

ATTRACTIONS OUTSIDE THE RESERVE

Ecuador is a relatively small but hugely diverse country. You are not limited to
staying only at La Hesperia during your time in Ecuador. Since the reserve is
close to the main highway, you can easily travel to other parts of the country
in your spare time and return when you wish. Within a few hours, you can be
in the Amazon, at the coast, or on the Galápagos Islands to name a few. Also,
we recommend visiting some of the numerous volcanoes found on the
Andean highlands. Ecuador is a country very rich in both nature and culture,
so make sure to travel around the country during your time at La Hesperia.

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE POSITION

● Open-mindedness
● Adaptability and flexibility
● Capability of working in a tropical forest (in groups or alone)
● Good physical condition
● Basic knowledge of field techniques and statistics
● Passion for wildlife and sustainability
● Capability of working individually and in groups
● Basic Spanish level (oral)
● Travel and health insurance



* Minimum time commitment depends on the specific project.


